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enabled to take another step forward in the path of constitutional
refdfrm.

I need not refer in detail to the new charter which was so
recently the subject of a proclamation by Your Highness,
suffice it to say that it operates to extend the franchise, to
remove sex disqualification, and to invest the legislative bodies
with substantial powers as regards financial and legislative
functions. In many respects the structure follows the lines
which have been set up in British India. I congratulate Your
Highness's subjects on the large opportunities for service which
are now placed before them. I am confident that they will use
their new powers and discharge these graver responsibilities
with an unde via ting loyalty to their Maharaja and the best
interests of the Mysore State.

Your Highness has been untiring in your efforts to fit your
people for this measure of participation in your Government,
and in your task you have had the able support of the Mysore
Civil Service, and you can have no higher reward than this,
the highest of all, in the love and veneration of your subjects
and in their increased prosperity and contentment.

I sympathize with the difficulties which financial stringency
has caused your administration. The courageous steps taken
by Your Highness's Ministers for the restoration of financial
equilibrium are a source of satisfaction, and I trust that you
may soon be free from the graver features of your recent per-
plexities. You may look to my Government for a sympathetic
consideration of any proposals you put forward in difficult
periods of this nature. My Government may not always be
able to help you, but we shall always be ready to look into your
proposals, keeping in mind the sound traditions of administra-
tion prevailing in Mysore and the past achievements of the
State in the development of its resources and the expansion of
natural production.

In this connection I have some information to give you
which will be of interest. My Government has been in com-
munication with the Secretary of State regarding the use of
the Railway Debenture Sinking Fund for capital outlay in pro*
ductive work. Definite suggestions are now under our con-
sideration, and Your Highness's Durbar will receive intimation
very shortly which I trust may be favourable in principle,
even although there may not be complete acceptance of your
views.
* When I last saw Your Highness you made representations to